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When searching for the origin or the emergence of a 
city or settlement, researchers most often search for bare 
physical remains so the question of the nature of the 
occurrence of human dwellings spins within the closed 
circle of remains of stones from residential units, temples 
or walls.
But long before the emergence of settlements, there 
was some type of shelter there, a cave and above all the 
tendency of individuals, as in with animal species, to stop 
precisely there and make a campsite. That is why towns, 
even before they became towns, were an area where 
people would come to. Some magnetic force would pull 
them to come precisely here and to return precisely here. 
And this force was stronger than bare existential interest.
Let us return for a moment to those first people who have 
stopped at this place. What mound - ledge - cape - an 
island, freshwater / saltwater emitted so much force that 
the man of that time, after having walked perhaps dozens, 
perhaps hundreds of kilometres, stopped at this place and 
said to himself: This is it, this is where I will live!
Starting from the Neolithic period, the word “home” and 
“mother” are woven into every segment of Neolithic life. 
While the men were obsessed with hunting and fishing, 
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women took care of the house by making the first bowel, 
the first knitting basket. 
All settlements were made by women because 
settlements were collective nests, or better said, the 
external uterus for raising the young. 
If we accept this theory as the beginning of reflections 
and about the settlements in the current Municipality of 
Pakoštane, with all respect regarding the different ages 
of certain towns, many things become clear. A region 
rich with saltwater and freshwater, a fertile hinterland, an 
archipelago of islands and islets, springs, caves, all that 
together, in a knotty tangle of magnetic beauty, slowed 
down the steps of old tribes until finally, on the isthmus 
of freshwater and saltwater they stopped, and thanked 
the Heavens for directing their steps to precisely this 
directing. The men had animals to hunt and where to 
hunt them and the women were able to raise their young 
in a natural surrounding that was caressed by a blessing 
from the Heavens from morning till night.
Because this is a place where the wind caresses you, 
with the sound of freshwater and saltwater waves, the 
sound of sea shores and river canes, an area where all 
differences were gathered in order to unite in a dialectic 
peace of ideal harmony. 
This book will prove that this is not only a passion of 
local patriots and it will also testify, as enclosed stigmas, 
of the variety of beauty of our Region.
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Sunday morning...
Mass has finished...
Time in Pakoštane, Sunday before noon, is divided into 
time before and after mass. The population is strategically 
distributed in cafes so that gathering before Mass itself starts 
in the cafe OBALA where some people already had their 
“small mass”. Then there is the real Mass... When leaving the 
church, the faithful take on their new positions. While they 
are walking the waterfront, the rest are chatting in cafes. The 
oldest among them are divided between the waterfront and 
cafes occupy the benches on the waterfront. Some cafes are 
reserved for card players whose eyes sometimes follow a 
female passing by. The widest front of Sunday chattering are 
made up by the following cafes on the waterfront: SAGAPO, 
JOKE, CHICO, PJACA and GABRE. They are occupied 
by younger people and those that feel young and those that 
want to feel young. They are joined by a certain population 
of young mothers, while most of the young mothers, those 
with children and strollers, take over the cafe PORAT. Toys, 

FIRST OF ALL
Where are you?
For example, Sunday morning?

swings and the vicinity of the beach, where 
the children run to, enable mothers to enjoy 
their coffee with milk. Housewives are the 
only part of the population that after Mass 
only pass through all of this because someone 
needs to make lunch as well. At 12:00, there is 
nobody left anymore.

As in the rest of the 
shoreline, here also the 
Mediterranean lifestyle is 
instantly recognizable. 
The square, the main church 
in the square, streets, bars 
and beaches. Everything 
is close by, side by side, 
involved in the dynamics 
of living in which church 
bells ringing, bar stories, 
clamour of children and 
babbling tourists.
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drinking coffee with mild, sometimes raising their voices at each other, sometimes 
cursing, sometimes not saying a word, know you are at the right place. You are in the 
heart of Dalmatia, in the Municipality of Pakoštane. Therefore, leave touring the region 
for tomorrow. For starters, first go get some coffee and then go to Mass with the rest 
of the locals. When you leave the church, listen to the bells and do not be afraid to ask 
an older local to explain what kind of special sound the church bell makes when on 
the streets of the town. And when an older gentleman stops walking and starts a story 
sculls, do not for a moment think that the older man got lost, know that you have just 
started your tour of the Municipality of Pakoštane... 

They are all visiting, and the place is now empty. Someone 
once wrote that all the cafes in Dalmatia should take 
under their care the Ministry of Health, because there is 
no place that people can relieve themselves of problems 
like in cafes: bad politics, no money, bad soccer team... 
everyday problems, so when they go out it is all easier for 
them to deal with. This is how it is in Dalmatia as well as 
all throughout the Municipality of Pakoštane and even 
the entire Mediterranean. This is why the Mediterranean, 
Dalmatia and Pakoštane do not know the institute of a 
psychiatric couch. What good would it do when they let all 

BRIŠKULA and TREŠET

their problems go at the cafe? They cursed 
everything bothering them: politicians, 
employees, small salaries, banks and 
bankers, the Municipality and the entire 
country. The verdicts for the generals and 
especially for one of them were waited for 
in the cafes. They started with clenching 
their fists and then one day, they opened 
champagne. The cafes are a place for our 
catharsis: pain and joy. That is why we 
advise all that come to Dalmatia: Sit in a 
cafe or in front of one, and you will feel 
the pulse of Dalmatia like nowhere else. If 
even after a long coffee you feel that you do 
not notice anything special, that around 
you there are only people playing cards, 

The most popular card game 
in Dalmatia, as well as in the 
Municipality Pakoštane.
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BUŽAK BUŽAK 

THE BEGINNING OF LIFE IN THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF PAKOŠTANE
Tradition covered with the flow of time

Before we start the adventure of getting to know the 
Municipality of Pakoštane, let us stop a moment in the very 

town of Pakoštane, better yet in its belly where 
it all started – in Bužak. This is the centre of 
the place – its heart. Everybody in Pakoštane 
has origins in one of the houses in Bužak. 

Old Bužak is the place of the first inhabitants, 
where they used to gather around a fire and 

hide from conquerors. Settling started with 
raising a defence wall and the first 12 families in 1597. 

Then it continued, and one of the settlers from the Škilić 
family left a written trail regarding his arrival – a Glagolitic 
writing visible even today on the lintel of the house in Bužak. 
It is a small and picturesque place, where dwelling quarters 
are pressed against each other, where people used to 
live literally and so close, so close that the children with 
dry immortelle were able to borrow a flame from the 
neighbour’s fireplace and bring it to his own. Children 
were sent where the first chimney started smoking.
If you want to continue through the Municipality of 
Pakoštane, you can start on foot. In that way you will be 
able to see a certain side of our region. If you go on your 
tour by car, you will see a completely different side.

More recently on the 
streets of Pakoštane, in the 
morning while the sun was 
still young, horse-drawn 
carts and donkeys passed 
going to the fields towards 
Vrana. Behind them was the 
echoing clatter of hooves 
and stale dung whose scent 
mixed with the smell of fresh 
bread from the bakery.

Those whose past was 
significantly longer than 
the future are daily on the 
pier where ship “Vrgadina” 
docks. Their conversations 
usually start with “You 
remember ...?”

Pakoštane, Drage, Vrgada, VranaMunicipality Pakoštane



IF YOU START BY SWIMMING IN THE SEA...

While we are swimming, with our hearts turned towards 
the depths, under you are traces of former settlements; their 
waterfront and harbours. They promote the silhouettes of 
sunken ships, the souls of sailors and their captains, tradesmen 

If you start your tour of the Municipality on foot, the fertile 
Pakoštane land will glue to your feet and intoxicating scents 
and tastes you will not forget for a long time will be drawn into 
your mouth and nose.
Who does not yet know of the mystical taste of Dalmatia and 
the Pakoštane area should close his eyes a taste a ripe fig with 
his mouth.
Who does not yet know of the mystical taste of Dalmatia and 
the Pakoštane area should close his eyes and moisten his taste 
buds with olive oil.
Who does not yet know of the mystical taste of Dalmatia and 
the Pakoštane area should close his eyes and let himself go in 
enjoying the wine.
Who does not yet know of all of this we will say that this was 
the Holy Trinity and the First born and his Apostles, all until 
this day.
Stigma to his faithful, a greater stigma to the unfaithful.

PERISKA 

BUŽAK 

IF YOU START ON FOOT 

THE BREAST STROKE

The pen is the largest  
shell of the Mediterranean 
and the Adriatic Sea. 
Populations of the pen 
shell, due to overfishing 
in many areas were 
completely destroyed. 
Therefore, it is protected 
by law and collecting, 
harvesting and trade of 
this species is absolutely 
forbidden.

This is the core of the 
place - the heart. All in 
Pakoštane have origins 
in some of the houses 
Bužak. Old Bužak is 
the place of the first 
inhabitants, centred 
around a common 
fire. In large part it has 
been preserved to this 
day, hidden behind the 
restored facade.
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and adventurers, all together entwined in a ropes that binds the 
mast to the foredeck and lantine. Or even deeper, within the belly 
of the galleon that has screaming and chained souls of those that 
were not destined to come into the arms of the lion, Dalmatia, or 
anywhere else further on.

THE BACKSTROKE

When swimming the backstroke, the sun will dry your face. It 
evaporates the sea leaving salt on the face, in the hair and in the 
folds of the eyelids. The same salt that wars were fought for, for 
centuries in this area. The salt that was used to keep the fish from 
rotting on its long trip to Venice, and meat on the continental part 
to various cities of Europe.

SWIMMING WITH FINS

When swimming with fins in the sea around Pakoštane, we will 
raise the sand from the depths. Tiny, almost silvery sand, like the 
homeland of the Swarovski crystals. In places where the erosion 
of the sea washed away that marine powder you can see stone 
surfaces inhabited with star fish, urchins and clams; organisms that 
testify of a sea that is crystal clean.

By swimming through the lake you witness how the malarial 
swamp, due to human diligence, turned into a Nature Park, hiding 
capital fish in its shallow depths. You feel it is more difficult to 
swim because the fresh water does not offer resistance as the salty 
water, and the closer you are to Prosiki, the taste of fresh water and 
salty water is mixing in your mouth more and more. And when 

IF YOU START WITH SWIMMING AT THE 
LAKE OR A WALK AROUND FRESHWATERS...

you come ashore, anywhere 
around the lake, you will feel, 
more strongly than before, the 
heartbeat of lost civilizations.
You keep going...

WALKING WITH OPEN EYES
By walking with your eyes open through the Pakoštane field, you see 
the fresh and salt water. One part of the land seems harsh and barren, 
and the other supple and fertile. Between the fresh and salty, on the 
narrow neck of the land, are the Pakoštane people. Cheerful and 
hospitable when good people come to visit and wicked and cruel 
when someone touches their home and faith.

Underwater 
archaeological research 
conducted in recent 
years have confirmed the 
importance and interest 
of the wider port area, 
and an abundance of 
archaeological finds has 
led to many new insights. 
In 2004 partly explored 
were the well preserved 
remains of a sunken 
ancient ship near the 
island of Veli Školj.

The municipality 
Pakoštane traditionally 
turned to the fertile field of 
Vransko Lake. Agricultural 
activities are a trademark 
of the inhabitants of the 
Municipality Pakoštane
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WALKING BAREFOOT

When walking through the settlements, asphalt will be glued 
to your feet and when walking through the field, from Lukina 
Draga to Vransko Polje, fertile land, the feeder of Pakoštane, 
will be glued to your feet. When you walk the mowed field, 
your soles will swell from the sharp grass. When you walk 
around the pig and chicken coops that were moved from the 
settlement a long time ago, your feet will be covered with mud 
that you can wash in the fresh water of the lake, and dried with 
the bora wind and the landward breeze.

BY BIKE...

BY BICYCLE
When riding a bike, the wheels will 
lead you to circle the lake. The well-
maintained paths lead you along 
olive groves, next to family farms, an equestrian club, ports and 
harbours where you can sit down for rest and relaxation. From 
these picturesque itineraries all the way to the rocky splendour 
of Kamenjak, where it is best to get to by mountain bike, where 
a lookout point offers a complete view of the municipality 
of  Pakoštane and more: to Murter, Kornati, to the island of 
Pašman and Ugljan and to Zadar...

BY CAR
When driving a car, the wheels will take you wherever you 
want. The roads are like the blood system in humans. 
Arteries, veins and capillaries distribute blood while the 
asphalted roads of the Municipality and the highway 
lead you all across the Municipality, or to excursion sites 
outside of our region. Dalmatia is a body formed by many 
concentrated beauties out of which each has a heart that 
beats loudly. You can hear the beating from the large cities 
of the region but also from those smaller island-like stone 
cities as well as from those 
smaller settlements in the 
hinterland. You can also hear 
the waterfalls of Krka, Plitvica, 
from the direction of Kornata, 
with the rivers Bijela, Krupa 
and Zrmanja and most of all 
from Velebit, where the heart of 
Croatia beats the loudest. 

PINES ON THE 
BEACH 
 
Older people in the 
municipality Pakoštane 
remembered this area as 
barren land. It was not 
until the sixties of the last 
century they began with 
forestation. Similarly it is 
in neighbouring towns, 
as well as on the islands. 
Forestation is the fruit of 
the associations there and 
the hands of local people 
who volunteer in planting 
pines that today make the 
postcards of the region 
picturesque.
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VRGADA
St.. JUSTINA

BABULJAŠ

BY BOAT
With a small boat and oars we conquer the small island of 
Saint Justina (Sveta Justina) and its church from 17th century 
that carries the same name and that was built on the foundations 
of an older church. An old cemetery and remains of the Antique 
are located on the island. We can also easily row to Veliki 
Školj on whose hill the Liburnia fort is located that served for 
centuries as a fortress to control the passage of the ships through 
Pašman Chanel. With equal ease you can row to the smallest 
of them – Babuljaš, a rocky island with a small forest on its 
top. The ones that are more skilled and braver can swim to the 
islands, they don’t need oars. Locals call them FAITH, HOPE 
and LOVE, like three daughters of good spirit of Christianity. 
We can row to every peaceful bay of Pakoštane. The same is in 
Drage, where we can find plenty of beaches adorned with thick 
pine forests and with soft sand under our feet.

By motor boat to Vrgada. Half an hour to an oasis of 
peace among the old stone houses which are increasingly 
in competition with some new pastel colours and fatted 
apartments. At the entrances to old yards are houseleeks, and 
around the houses are old garden crops with lavender and 
pomegranate trees. Around the newer houses is neatly trimmed 

grass and flowers in a geometric layout.  
By motor boat we will go to the National 
Park Kornati, among hundreds and 
hundreds of islands, islets and cliffs, each 
of which has its own story. Do not go to 
Kornati alone, there are arranged excursion 
boats on the Pakoštane waterfront. 
 
Wherever you go, you are embraced 
by myths and legends, whether it is 
on the islands or islets. None of the 
travel writers sufficiently described the 
history or the beauty.

Pakoštane, Drage, Vrgada, VranaMunicipality Pakoštane



PICKING MEDICINAL PLANTS ON 
THE MEADOWS AROUND VRANA LAKE

When walking through the municipality or Pakoštane Vrana 
Lake in the nostrils will be fed strong scents of lavender and 
herbs. It has always been known for fields where you can pick 
YARROW, THYME, HEATHER, IMMORTELLE, SAGE 
or IVA GRASS. Generations of families have already gathered 
plants that herbalists have used for preparing tea. On the upper 
side of the lake there is Iva grass, Heather, Yarrow, Thyme and 
Immortelle, which is at the lower side of the lake, close to the sea. 
Here, on the southwest side of Lake Vrana, there is a lot of Sage.

THYME TEA  

It helps with respiratory 
diseases, strengthens the 
stomach and nerves.  
Thyme tea is antibacterial 
and spasmolytic, relaxes 
spasms. It is used for 
intestinal and stomach 
problems and diarrhoea.  
Thyme tea can be drunk 
for irregular periods, and 
prepared in the form of 
baths or compresses used 
to treat skin diseases, as 
well as in nerve weakness. 
 
Preparation:  
If the instructions on the 
package do not indicate 
otherwise, cover a 
teaspoon of plants or filter 
bag with 0.2 l of boiling 
water. Cover and let 
stand for 5 to 10 minutes. 
Strain and drink freshly 
prepared tea.

YARROW TEA  

Regulates and purifies the 
bloodstream and helps with 
heart disease. Tea made 
from yarrow is useful to 
drink for internal bleeding, 
bloody stools, bleeding 
from the nose, but also with 
other wounds. Helps with 
difficulties regarding periods, 
when it is abundant and 
when scarce, and relieves 
spasms of the uterus. Yarrow 
tea is anti-inflammatory and 
bactericidal and encourages 
the formation and outflow 
of bile. It stimulates the 
excretion of saliva, gastric 
juices and stomach acid. It 
is used as a diuretic, and is 
especially useful for high 

blood pressure.  
Preparation:  
If the instructions on the 
package do not indicate 
otherwise, cover a teaspoon 
of plants or filter bag with 0.2 l 
of boiling water. Cover and let 
stand for 5 to 10 minutes. 

HEATHER
In the form of tea it removes worms, produce 
sweat. It calms the nerves, cures diseases of the 
kidneys, and stimulates the sex drive. It is often 
used as a seasoning for various dishes.
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SOME MORE TEA 
AND PART OF THE PAKOŠTANE FLORA

IMMORTELLE  

It has a beneficial effect 
on the production and 
excretion of bile, but also 
soothes seizures. It also 
increases the secretion 
of gastric juice and liver. 
In the preparation of a 
variety of tea mixtures, 
immortelle is added for 
flavouring and sometimes 
for scent and appearance 
of tea mixture. Essential 
oil of immortelle in the 
treatment of inflammatory 
conditions is more 
effective than chamomile, 
it regenerate skin tissue 
better than lavender oil 
and better cures various 
skin scarring. It is a popular 
natural remedy for treating 
all types of scars and 
bleeding and reduces 
itching in wound healing. 
It plays a significant role 
in alleviating emotional 
problems, especially in 
heart disease, purifies 
the body in alcoholics, 
smokers, and relaxes the 
body and brain. For heart 
patients, immortelle opens 
the flow of subtle heart 
energy and helps with 
coronary problems and 
inflammation of veins. 
Western folk medicine uses 
immortelle, other than for 
the stated diseases, in the 
perfume industry as well.

IVA GRASS
(habitat on the east side of the lake)  
Grass Iva treats respiratory and digestive organs, and 
even tuberculosis. It helps with diseases of the liver 
and gall bladder because helps make bile acid, and 
the flow of the same. Helps with stomach disorders, 
eases flatulence. And as a bath it is used for skin 
wounds. Many use it as a means to strengthen after 
illness, in heavy physical activity or with stress.

SAGE TEA  

Because of its stronger 
taste, here it is more 
commonly used as a 
mouthwash than as 
a beverage. However, 
Sage is one of the most 
valuable medicinal 
herbs. Sage treats most 
bactericidal inflammation, 
particularly those in the 
oral cavity. It cleans the 
respiratory organs, heals 
sore throats, tonsils and 
mucous membranes in 
the mouth. 

Gargling agent and 
mouthwash sage will 
guard your teeth and 
prevent bad breath. 
Sage tea should be used 
by people who sweat 
excessively, for example, 
young adolescents or 
women in menopause. 
Also, sage tea soothes 
nerves, relaxes muscles, 
and you should drink it 
if you notice that some 

muscles are twitching.  
 
Preparation:  
If the instructions on 
the package do not 
indicate otherwise, cover 
a teaspoon of plants or 
filter bag with 0.2 l of 
boiling water. Cover 
and let stand for 5 to 10 
minutes. Strain and drink 
freshly prepared tea.
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HIP

ST. JOHN’S WORT
St. John’s wort is an herb with lovely 

bright yellow flowers, which is 
named after the Greek god of the sun 

Hyperion. Many people have used it in 
ceremonies that celebrated solstice. It 
is very healing and harvested when the 
sun is strongest. In modern medicine 
it is often talked about as with strong 

antidepressant effects.

KANTARION
St. John’s wort in the right ratio 
compared with olive oil and the 
summer sun makes kantarion.

ASPARAGUS  
Wild asparagus is plenty 
around the municipality 
and the old town of Vrane. 
The locals are happy to 
pick them because, besides 
being tasty, they accelerate 
recovery after illness, work 
well on the liver and gall 
bladder, and have a diuretic 
effect and 
stimulate detoxification. 
They also have a beneficial 
effect on blood vessels.

OLENADER 

Oleander was cultivated 
by the ancient Greeks 
and Romans. It demands 
plenty of moisture. It can 
grow up to 4 meters high if 
it is planted in the garden. 
Oleander is an evergreen 
shrub, which has pointed, 
leathery leaves that grow 
opposite one another and 
at the end is a flower and 
there are generally more of 
them together. They can be 
white, red, pink, cream or 
yellow. Oleander flowers 
from June to September, it 
takes a lot of heat and sun 
to bloom. 

HOUSELEEK  
It is known from ancient 
times, even mentioned in 
the documents of Carl the 
Great as a “plant that we all 
have to grow on rooftops,” 
because it protects against 
fire and lightning. 

CHAMOMILE 
Chamomile is an herb that 
is due to all her properties 
already known. Identified 
by its tiny white-yellow 
flowers, and can be seen 
almost in all fields in the 
municipality. 
Chamomile is a “medicine 
for everything.”  

GERANIUM
Geranium on the windows 
and on the balconies is 
the distinctive character of 
Dalmatia.

Pakoštane, Drage, Vrgada, VranaMunicipality Pakoštane

Nerium oleander



Today in the area of the municipality of Pakoštane, you can 
taste the finest tones of olive oil. The quality and respected oil 
is the result of the sudden increase of interest for the planting 
and processing of olives activated by the state financial incen-
tives after the Homeland War. Until then olives where only 
planted in “chary land” and some in vineyards because the fer-
tile land was used for food. The domestic sort of olives, Orkuli, 
which are also the most widespread, along with Levantinki, 

Drobnici and Lastovki, were 
joined soon with the imported 
sorts of Lecino, Pendolino, Fran-
toio and others. The beautiful 
and arranged olive groves spread 
all across the municipality of 
Pakoštane.
In Draga are the oldest, Modrave 
is the mother of all the olive 
groves here; it is a nursery from 
where “sticks” of olives were 

OLIVE GROWING
Divine nectar from the holy wood

Virgin olive oil (virgin) 
is obtained after the first 
pressing of weaker olives, 
so its acidity compared to 
extra virgin olive oil a little 
higher, but the fatty acid 
content does not exceed 
2 percent.
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taken and planted around the area. The percentage of oil 
obtained from these century old olives in stone is greater than 
those planted in the “thick land” in Vrana.
In 1888 the oil from Modrave won the gold medal in Paris. 
Traditionally, the blackest and juiciest olives were baked and 
the olive oil was strained only after the olives laid in the sea 
from 4 to 7 days. Today there are controversies regarding the 
production of oil. The older population is still inclined to the 
procedure that produces “sweet”, milder olive oil, even though 

they give up on it for the benefits of direct processing. 
The controversies regarding the production of oil is a usual 
clash between the older olive makers and the younger 
ones, wanting knew knowledge and modern technology.

Olive oil is almost 
the only oil that can be 
consumed immediately 
after squeezing the fruit 
and which, if properly 
stored, preserves all 
the flavours, aroma 
and vitamins olives, 
unchanged. Suitable 
climatic conditions in 
PAKOŠTANE provide 
top quality oil.  
The proper handling of 
the olive fruit in every part 
of the production process 
(from harvesting to 
pressing) is one of the key 
factors of quality oil.  
Harvesting begins when 
the olives mature enough 
to preserve all the flavour 
and distinctive taste of 
young olives.

STONE IN MODRAVE
Indigenous construction 
in Dalmatia..

Barešić Milivoj
Legend of olive growing 
in the Pakoštane 
municipality.
/left picture/

Extra virgin olive oil  
(olio di oliva extravergine) 
is obtained after the 
first pressing of healthy 
olives and acidity does 
not exceed 0.8 percent. 
In addition to satisfying 
the chemical parameters, 
the oil must still undergo 
organoleptic testing and 
should not have any 
smell that is not 
characteristic of the oil.
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DEBIT

PLAVINA

W I N EG R O W I N G
The first born turned water into wine

Maraština /picture below/ 
is among the first of our 
protected wines.  It is an 

indigenous white grape variety 
in the Croatian coastal region, 

including the Pakoštane 
region. Thanks to the good 

yield and ability to accumulate 
up to 24% of the price of sugar 

the winegrowers appreciate 
it and it is among the leading 

domestic varieties.

Winegrowing in the Pakoštane region is a traditional 
occupation, but the excellent wine has only recently been 
produced. This was helped by the continuous education from 
the area of winegrowing and wine cellars. The effort regarding 
the perfecting of wine cellars has engendered a few serious 
winemakers.  The municipality of Pakoštane financially 
encourages the creation of permanent plantations. The 
greatest vineyards are located around Vransko Lake and lakes 
towards Biograd. Of domestic white sorts there is Maraština 
and Debit and of black there is Plavina. Recently there are also 
sorts present from other areas of Croatia such as Plavac Mali, 
Pošip, Babić and some French sorts such as Merlot, Širaz, 
Caberne Suvignon and Chardonnay.
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DRIED FIGS /LASATKE/

PETROVA BILICA

PETROVA CRNICA

F I G S
The erotic taste 
of the Mediterranean

This is another mythical tree of the Mediterranean 
which can be found everywhere if you just look around 
a bit. It grows in the field, on the lawn, in the vineyard, 
the olive trees, in yards, on the streets, in the lee of the 
crevices of stone walls, and even among the decaying old 
buildings that were all left by all except this sweet fruit. 
Unjustly neglected for years, it fed and sweetened for 
years and was at hands reach for pilgrims, adventurers, 
straying people, tired travellers and the Polish worker. 
The first fruits are given by Petrova, in June. 
They are black with a dark-purple core and 
interior, and white with a gentle-green core 
and a gentle-pink middle.  
The most wide-spread are Bilice, self-
spreading with a sweet, red content. 
Sometime around Assumption the Zimice 
mature, dark-green with exceptionally red 
meat. They are good for drying. Lasatke 
mature by the autumn rains. This fig has a somewhat 
more firm core of a gentle-green colour and pink meat, 
the table fig , very good for drying.

Figs belong to the 
oldest cultivated fruits. 
The fig tree was also 
found in the Garden 
of Eden. Mentioned in 
Babylonian writings, 
and the Sumerians 2900 
years B.C. used figs as 
medicine. The fig tree 
was the favourite fruit 
of Cleopatra, athletes in 
the Olympics because 
they shared a medal. The 
fruit of the fig tree makes 
inward curled flower and 
the real fruit are the seeds.
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DENTEX

ARBUN

F I S H  M A R K ET 
B R A N C I N

REDFISH

MARINE FISH OF THE PAKOŠTANE AREA
Blue universe under the horizon

Despite the fact that it is located by the sea, close to numerous 
islands including the National Park “Kornati” , the inhabitants 
of the region Pakostane are not by tradition determined to be 
fishermen. 
Their feer has always been the fertile land Vrana. However, the 
during time and the development of tourism, the Pakoštane 
man turned to the sea. There are numerous ways to fish. The 
common are nets, throwing traps, long-line fishing, harpoons, 
and from the end. The newest era brought fish farms and 
cages with tuna. There is plenty of fish in front of Pakoštane 
. At greater depths noble fish are caught that usually end in 
numerous pubs and restaurants in the region and beyond. 
These are bream, sea bream, Peter’s fish... In the traps are spar, 
Perka, Salpa, mullet ... and with them, often, their predators as 

well: eel and octopus. Octopus is hunted 
by pear/lamplight along with cuttlefish, 
conger eel, musun. Fishermen from Draga 
are well-known and they have a traditional 
summer festival named for bumbles - 

Dragarske Bumble. The sea is not always gracious towards 
fishermen and they often return with an empty net fish, but 
as they say: When you have nothing, there are Ogrc and 
limpets. A bowl of Ogrc and a bottle of wine is enough! It is 
futile to write about the sea, fish and fishing. 

There are several fish 
shops in the municipality 
where you can buy fresh 
fish. One of them is the 
“Fish shop BRANCIN” 
in Pakoštane, owned by 
Marica Vučkov. 
Two of her twins - Kristina 
and Frane, proudly posed 
in front of their father’s 
weekend catch. 
Dozens of good pieces of 
squid, a few octopus, a few 
dozen shrimp and a few 
red mullets.

With a handbreadth and 
bass fish, and the most 
sought after fish of the 
Adriatic. It owes its name 
to its large fangs.
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CONGER

OYSTERS

COATS

LIMPETS

WIG

Clean the sardine, 
remove the insides 
and clean them. 
Put them on the 
board to drain 
well and arrange 
them in a prepared 
marinade of olive 

GRILLED SARDINES / recipe /  

oil, crushed garlic and chopped parsley. Meanwhile, 
prepare the grill and remove the sardines from the 
marinade, place them in a grill and cook about 4-5 
minutes on each side. When sardines are golden brown, 
remove them from the grill, sprinkle with salt and olive oil.

REDFISH STEW / recipe / 

Fry chopped onions on oil until yellow, add chopped 
garlic, peeled and sliced   tomatoes, and cook it all with 
vinegar. Take the redfish and clean, wash, cut them 
into pieces, discard the head, salt, pepper, season with 
fragrant herbs to taste, add the boiled vegetables and 
sprinkle with chopped parsley. Again boil, add the wine 
and continue cooking for 15 minutes. Reduce heat and 
simmer until the end, until the fish is tender. Serve with 
cornmeal (polenta).

Conger is a snake-like 
sea fish with a long body. 
It s a predator that hunts 
at night.

Oysters since the Romans 
have been considered 
an extreme delicacy. Its 
meat is very nutritious 
because it contains a lot 
of protein, carbohydrates 
and vitamins. It is the 
tastiest in the winter, and 
is usually eaten raw with 
a few drops of lemon 
juice. Always known as a 
reliable aphrodisiac.

It is located attached to 
rocks or sand, alone or 
in a group, feeding on 
plankton, smaller fish, 
and is often found in 
shallow water. At risk are 
swimmers, especially 
nudists who reported 
painful burns.

Pakoštane, Drage, Vrgada, VranaMunicipality Pakoštane



TUNA STEAK

BREAM

TUNA FISH

FISH FARMS AND BIG GAME FISHING 
Closer to the sea and in the deep sea

Closer to the sea, hard-working men grow noble fish, and on 
the sea the big boys catch fish from the wild depths. 
Big game fishing is something new; a more adventurous and 
less economic character. Unlike adventurers in fast motor 
boats with a high fly bridge decorated with many rods, this as 
an economic branch until lately was the cornerstone among 
the locals and hard-working businessmen. It was thought that 
the cages with fish will drive away the tourists and wild fish. 

Tuna fish is typical of 
the open sea, although 
sometimes they come in 
the shallower areas. They 
are good swimmers and 
one of the fastest fish that 
reaches a speed of 70 
km/h. They grow a length 
more than four meters. 
Their body is big, strong, 
spindle-shaped and very 
hydrodynamic. While 
swimming it is usually 
below the surface, but goes 
down up to 1000 m depth. 
Tuna feed on small fish and 
cephalopods. With their 
fast swimming they can 
travel very long distances. 
This species appears in all 
seas except polar.
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BIG GAME FISHING - HUNTING SWORDFISH

LICA

GOF /

B I G  G A M E  F I S H I N G

SWORDFISH

But time held a different set of cards so that not only did 
the cages with fish not chase anybody away, but rather 
they attracted and employed a part of the locals by making 
fish farms a strong economic branch. The Pakoštane fish 
farm Dalmar Ltd is the second largest fish farm for sea 
bass and sea bream in the Zadar County. Their cages 
are located south of the island Vrgada. Fifteen years of 
dedicated work and an annual breeding of approximately 
750 tons of noble fish has directed their success in the 
same direction as the total tourist development of the 
Pakoštane region. Living proof that one and the other can 
be together.
In the vicinity of Dalmar since recently there is a tuna 
cage of the copany Pelagos net farm. Here the big boys 
breed even larger fish. The hardly grown tuna of General 
Ante will slowly but surely raise the curve of success 
of the Pakoštane economy. All of this speaks of the 
metamorphosis of the local adult man raised on the fertile 
land of Vrana.
The man who has seriously stepped into the sea realizing 
that the feeder of his life has changed dresses. She has 
taken off the apron and put on a turquoise blue one, 
looking more like the sea that is so never-ending in front 
of Pakoštane, Draga and Vrgada.

The fish that are caught 
in big game fishing in the 
Adriatic are tuna, soles, 
sharks, swordfish, amberjack 
and dolphin fish. The fishing 
season begins in mid-June 
with the hunt of tuna with an 
average weight of about 40 
kilos, and at the beginning 
of August until the end 
of October, the real hunt 
begins when the specimens 
are expected to be an average 
weight of 80 kilos.
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OLD BOOKS - Drage

The heritage of former civilizations

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL OF HISTORY 
(along the sea)

VIEW OF DRAGA 
FROM THE ČELNIKA 
HILL

REMAINS OF A 
SUNKEN  
ANCIENT SHIP 
IN FRONT OF 
PAKOŠTANE
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The remains of Liburian ruins on the hill Čelinka above Draga 
testify about prehistoric settlements here. From ancient times 
there are grave remains but there is no data on the later presence 
of inhabitants here. Draga was established on the turn from 
the 18th to the 19th century by the people of Pakoštane. The 
settlement consists of several centres distanced from each other, 
a sort of loose urbanization. The antique Pakoštane harbour 
located on the southern end of the channel hides stories and 
fates of ancient sails. It was a natural shelter for boats and sailors 

and offered the possibility of supplying 
water from the immediate hinterland and 
communication with the settlements in the 
continental part. In 2004 the remains of a 
sunken ancient boat were partially explored. 
On the sea floor there are ship parts, boards 
and skin, fragments of ceramic pottery and 
a few coins. The findings are from the end 

of the 4th or the beginning of the 5th century and the traces 
of burning and broken boards show a dramatic sinking. The 
remains thrown on the seashore have disappeared under the 
sand. The Pašman channel filled with shallow waters which 
change the sea currents that in return increase the southern 
wind and the bora was sailed in the centuries gone by trade 
ships and pirates, and the boat that brought Pope Alexander to 
Zadar in 1173 passed here as well. The castle on Vrgada is a hill 
from where you can enjoy the enchanting view only along with 



During a two-year 
investigation, the ancient 
sunken ship in front 
of Pakostane was fully 
explored with a preserved 
part of the ship’s structure 
with a length of eight 
meters. According to 
expert estimates, the 
overall length of the ship 
could be about fifteen feet.

CHAPEL OUR 
LADY OF HEALTH

MADONNA WITH 
CHILD FROM THE 
CHAPEL 

CASTLE ON VRGADA
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the sounds of the sea and seagulls. At the foot of the castle in 
the shallow waters of the Andrija bay there were once saltworks 
whose dividing walls can still be seen today. The pre-Romanic 
church of St. Andrija is here as well (before the 10th century) 
which counts as one of the oldest preserved churches in Croatia.
On its altar, they say, stood the statue of St. Andrija, who 
according to legend was part of the bow of the Byzantine galleys 
destroyed in a storm. The sea brought the statue to the shore of 
Vrgada so the locals built the church there and set the statue on 
the altar. St. Andrija on Vrgada is revered as the patron saint of 
fishermen. The Chapel of Our Lady of Health on the island of 
Vrgada is a part of the former feudal castle of the Damiani family 
and also the only part that remained intact. On the altar of the 
chapel is a picture of Our Lady with Child, done in Byzantine 
style (end of 16th, beginning 17th century) decorated with a 
silver embossed cover and precious stones. The locals claim 
that this image has miraculous power. Next to it is a story how, 
when leaving Vrgada with his family, Count Damiani tried to 
take the picture three times unsuccessfully. Every time he had 
to give up on leaving because a terrible storm started. He finally 
realized that The Lady did not want to leave the island and he 
gifted it to Vrgada. Only then was he able to sail away and Our 
Lady of Health became the patroness of Vrgade and the 21st of 
November each year is her feast.



PROSIKA

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL OF HISTORY 
(along the lake)

The historical story of Vrane starts with Rome, the 
remains of roman villas, roads and water lines that 
supplied water to Zadar and the occasional rustic villas. 
Since then it has been the constant target for invaders. 
During the time of national rulers, Vrana was surrounded 
by the royal cities of Nin, Biograd, Knin and Šibenik. The 
Croatian nobles on it have estates where they stayed for 
the duration of the Parliament. This is a place of influential 
ranks of the Templar and the Hospitallers and the place 
of origin of the famous Renaissance painter Francesco 
Laurana and his brother, the famous architect, Luciano 
Laurana. During the time of Turkish conquering, Vrana 
was the most western Turkish fortress. Until today, as a 
monument from that era there is Han Yusuf Mašković, a 
monument of Islamic architecture.
With the disappearance of Turkish danger the role of the 
Vransko reservation grew. With the arrival of Venetian 
Borelli family, to whom the area of the Vransko Lako 

was granted in a feud, the drying of the swamp 
started along with the penetration of the channel 
from the lake to the sea. The Prosika channel 
enabled the rapid outflow of the lake waters into 
the sea and there is no more talk of the Vransko 
mud but rather a field. Since then until today the 
field was the centre of agricultural economy.

Prosika is a channel that connects 
Lake Vrana with the sea. In the 
southernmost part of the lake, 
along the channel, is a small 
fishing harbour and a 19th 
century cottage. A short walk to 
the north leads to the observatory 
of birds which offers a wide view 
of the entire lake. The southern 
route leads to the town Jugovir, 
named after a strong south wind 
during which rising sea levels and 
moving towards the lake. There 
is a renewed Borelli fisherman’s 
house from the 18th century.

The heritage of former civilizations

VRANA LAKE, FROM 
THE SOUTHERN SIDE. 
THE PROSIKA 
CHANNEL 
CAN BE SEEN
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CRKVINE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ITINER ARY OF VR ANA

Through the small channels, along the fields and the 
habitats of birds is the road towards the settlement 
Vrana from the Roman era. It is sometimes covered with 
clouds of birds flying overhead, and immediately next 
to it are the archeological remains of a rich past. The first 
archaeological site on the trip towards Vrana is Crkvina, 
a excavation site of the church of St. Mary, founded most 
likely on the foundation of a Roman Vila around 800 A.D., 
during the time of Duke Branimir. In the 17th century it 
was demolished by the Venetians in order to prevent the 
establishment of Turks on the border. Around the church up 
until now there were 98 graves dug up with approximately 
500 skeletons from the period from the 11th to the 16th 
century and Byzantine coins in one of the grebes. Along the 
road there are remains of one of five old mills that were once 

activated by the streams of the Vrana waters, and today they 
are totally out of function, demolished and forgotten. The 
road itself, from Crkvine to Vrana, which the locals call Gaz 
(from the verb stomp) was made on the same road where 
the Romans once walked, or on the former Roman roads. 
On the top of the road is the Vrana hill fort, the former 
centre of life, a medieval town for which they say that even 
in the 18th century it was one of the most merriest places in 
Dalmatia. Since the 12th century, Vrana has been a Templar 
estate, obtained directly from the Pope. After the destruction 
of the Templar order, it was inherited by the Hospitallers.

OLD MILLS ON 
THE WAY TO VRANA
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FOLLOWING THE TRAIL OF HISTORY 
(in the hinterland)

The heritage of former civilizations

Above the Vrana castle is the source of the water cave. It is 
one of three origins of the Roman aqueduct (the other two 
are Biba and Subiba) which transferred water to Zadar and 
was built around the year 100 by the Emperor Trajan. At the 
time, the source is dedicated to nymphs, mythical creatures 
and protectors of water. The cave is named after Archduke 
Karlo Stipan by personal permission from his imperial 
highness in 1899. It offers a nice view of the medieval Vrana 
castle ruins that dominates the horizon with power and 
mystery of the stone remains. 50 meters south of the ruins is 
Mašković shelter. His position was probably predetermined 
with the availability of water, important for the Islamic world. 
From the spring of Pećina, the water flows free fall to the 
northern corner of Hana where the inside of the construction 
has a rugged stone canal system. On the same path at the end 
of Vrana, on the hill, scattered are the remains of large ancient 
stone walls and stone mosaic tiles. This indicates the presence 
of the historic town, which is probably located under layers 
of soil and time. From the recognizable traces of the former 
city, only the tower remained. They call it Vran Samograd 
because it is the farthest, and for itself.

MULBERRY
In almost every yard, until 
recently, the mulberry has 
grown. It is part of a large 
action once initiated for 
silkworm breeding. The 
action was forgotten, but the 
taste of mature mulberry 
remained forever a missing 
taste of childhood.

PEĆINA WATER SPRING
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PARTRIDGE

PHEASANT

YOUNG FOX

ČAGALJ

RABBIT

WILD BOAR
Of indigenous wildlife the most numerous is the grouse 
partridge and rabbit and on a few localitites there is the 
hryvnia partridge. Of the non-indigenous wildlife there is 
the wild boar and the pheasant. The Nature Park Vrana 
Lake is a natural reserve for all types of game birds and there 
is no possibility for numerous hunters to hunt. The most 
numerous beasts are the jackal, fox, marten, weasel and ferret. 
In the game there is enough food because of the developed 
agricultural production, especially vegetables and grains. The 
Hunting Society has built a large number of water holes. The 
municipality regularly cleaned and maintained village ponds. 
During the summer months they clean the water holes and 
pour clean water every week. All of the hunters are included 
in this work. For the purposes of hunting there are numerous 
shooting stands and feeding areas for small game. Lately a 
lot of work has been done on the development of hunting 
tourism, which specifically refers to hunters from Italy. This 
is also supported by fewer prejudices regarding the hunting 
and killing of wildlife. Caring for wildlife as the primary task of 
every hunter is likely to bear fruit in the form of the economy 
of the municipality. As in very few places in this region, the 
wildlife here enjoys their natural habitats thanks to the fact 
that it is located close to the fresh water of Lake Varna.

And the habitats of the animal world

THE ANIMAL WORLD 
OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PAKOŠTANE

The fertile fields around 
Vrana as well as the fresh 
water of Lake Vrana 
are an ideal habitat for 
birds whose hunting 
in certain periods are 
allowed. The Hunting 
Society “JAREBICA” 
from Pakoštane seeks to 
take care of catching and 
regeneration of animal 
and bird population
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ARDEA PURPUREA

BICYCLE THROUGH THE REGION

Bicycle or on foot

By foot, bicycle or car it is pleasant to go through the road 
that leads to Draga between the main road and the lake. 
The view alternates with olive groves; the old ones and 
the newly planted. They are carefully nurtured, whether 
they grow in the thick Vrana land or in the rocks of which 
hard-working hands formed drywalls and shelters by freeing 

the land around the trees. Along the road is an 
equestrian club that offers the pleasure of horseback 
riding through the lake landscape, then there is the 
family farm “Jure”, inspired with the ancient art of 
preparing food and drinks. It is possible to see egrets, 
the trademark of the lake, and to rest in the deep 
shade of the pine forests and olive groves. The lake 
is surrounded by a bike trail that is 48 km long and 

asphalted in a smaller part, and the rest of the road is gravel. 
The road passes through the Nature Park and Bird Reserve in 
the park and climbs on a beautifully landscaped gazebo called 
Kamenjak, from where there is a unique possibility of enjoying 
the panoramic view of the lake and the sea, observing and 
photographing historical sites and the flora and fauna of the park.

POPPY FIELDS,  ALONG 
THE TRAIL ON VRANA

FAMILY FARM JURE
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PAKOŠTANE

DRAGE

PROSIKA

MAŠKOVIĆA HAN

VRGADA

BICYCLE TRAIL AROUND VRANSKO LAKE

GAZEEBO KAMENJAK

VIEW FROM KAMENJAK
/right/

.EXCURSION TO PROSIKI
/ up and the large picture at the bottom /

RIDING CLUB  ALONG THE 
SOUTHWESTERN SIDE OF THE LAKE

Pakoštane, Drage, Vrgada, VranaMunicipality Pakoštane



FRANCESKO LAURANA
Beatrica Sforza

Some towns do not have the good fortune as Zadar to 
continuously last two or three thousand years. There are also 
those in which vigorous life flourished equally, and today 
few know that they ever existed. This type of town was on 
Vrana on the banks of the Vrana Lake. It was a medieval 
town which was in the 18th century considered to be “... 
one of the happiest places in Dalmatia ... “The old town 
of Vrana was in possession of the Templar for years. The 
reason for the arrival of Templar in Vrana should primarily 
be looked for in connection with the politics of the papacy 
and the care for the conquest of the Holy Land. Namely, 
Vrana was in a prominent position, with important coastal 
and inland roads and therefore could be used to supply the 
Crusaders and bringing reinforcements. The Templar, after 
the disappearance of the Benedictines took over Vrana as 
a monastery with papal exemption, or the freedom from 
local authorities. After the abolition of the Templar order, a 
large part of the goods belonged to the Hospitallers. In any 
case, we can speak of the Hospitallers in Vrana from 1312. 
The prior of Vrana become a major prior to the Hospitallers 
in Croatia. The Hospitaller order was established first as 
a religious fraternity and subsequently reconstructed as 
chivalrous. The following is extremely important to Croatian 
history: Prior of Vrana Matko Talovac - Ban of Dalmatia, 
Croatian and Slavonian; prior Ivan Talovac - Ban Dalmatian 
and Croatian; prior Bartol Berislavic and Prior Peter 
Berislavic who was Croatian ban and bishop. Said priori 

VRANA, TEMPLARS, HOSPITALLERS
Vrana, formerly one of the happiest places in Dalmatia

The ruins of Vrana are 
now overgrown with 
maquis, and a random 
passerby can hardly make 
out the city as it once was.

Pakoštane, Drage, Vrgada, VranaMunicipality Pakoštane



CRUSADER SWORDparticularly distinguished themselves in battle against the 
Turks.
During the advance of the Turks in this region, Vrana was 
a stronghold of the Venetian Republic. The past of Vrana 
is stormy. Many remain in Vrana, and many leave their 
homeland and go to Venice. With time, colonies of Vrana 
refugees formed, mostly in the eastern part of a town called 
Castello. By profession thy have become sailors and boat 
makers and there were also craftsmen and priests, so the 
long lineage of the people of Vrana extends until today, 
unfortunately in another world.
If it was not for a few people from Vrana, it would be unlikely 
that anybody would remember it. These people all lived in 
the 15th century, and had completely different professions.
One was admiral IVAN VRANA, another was the sculpture 
FRANJO LAURANA, the author of beautiful busts 
of women, and the third was the architect LUCIANO 
LAURANA.

These three significant personalities left with their names a 
permanent memory of a Dalmatian town whose ruins today 
are overgrown with maquis and are little known even to their 
closest neighbours. During the seventies in the last century 
they were still visible, but the inhabitants of neighbouring 
places used them as a source for construction material, and 
with time completely demolished them.

This is a folk game which 
Pakoštane organizes 
each summer and shows 
Turkish conquering of 
Maškovića han, as well as 
the release of the same by 
the Templar and the then 
army of Croats.
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CATFISH

EEL

MULET

GREEN FROG

FISH AND FROGS FROM THE VRANA LAKE
Freshwater idyll

Always leaning on Lake Vrana, long before the legal 
provisions and declaring Lake a Nature Park, the locals of 
the Pakoštane region lived from the land and the fish of the 
sea and the lake. The declaration of a part of the lake as an 
ornithological reserve meant restricting fishing on the lake. 
Fishing is now allowed only in certain places. The eel as an 
indigenous species living in the waters of the lake for centuries 
was always the foundation of the diet of the locals, and it 
is now strictly protected. Since the freshwater in the lake is 
mixed with seawater marine and freshwater fish species are 
present in it. From freshwater species, only eels and river 
accoucheuse are indigenous meaning that the lake is their 
natural habitat, while other species were intentionally or 
accidentally introduced into the lake. There carp, crucian 
carp then, roach, catfish and pike. Out of amphibians that are 
protected by law, the most numerous are the large green frog 
and the tree frog, forest brown frogs and toads.

FRIED FROGS

We dry and salt the frogs and then put them in flour and scrambled eggs. We then 
fry them in well heated oil for approximately 20 minutes. When they are finished, 
we place them on a tray with an addition of lemon and tartar sauce if desired.

The eel is a snakelike 
fish that inhabits Lake 
Vrana and it occupied an 
important place in the 
diet of Draga and the total 
municipality of Pakoštane 
throughout history.

The brackish water near 
Prosika where the lake 
and sea water is mixed 
leads sea fish to the lake, 
especially mullet.

Although relatively 
shallow, Vrana lake hides 
in its depths many valuable 
fish. Above all there are 
catfish which correspond 
to numerous thickets and 
muddy bottom.

Pakoštane, Drage, Vrgada, VranaMunicipality Pakoštane



Ornithological paradise

TREE FROG

OYSTERCATCHER

BEE

HOOPOE

In times long since passed it was called „Vedro Blato“ 
(Exhilarating mud), today it is known as „Vransko jezero“ 
(Lake Vrana), this territory is abundant with significant 
cultural and historic sights dating back more than 2000 
years before Christ. The Lake Vrana Nature Park is an area 
which conceals many secrets and is a genuine source of new 
scientific discoveries which the Park, in cooperation with 
experts from various fields, aims to reveal and show to the 
world. It is quite a rare instance in any region to experience 
three wholly different landscapes: the sea coast and the 
rich archipelago facing it, a Mediterranean swamp with 
unique scenery and eco-system, and immediately behind 
a hill the rural ideal of the Ravni Kotari settlements. Lake 

Vrana is one of the rare and practically undisturbed natural 
habitats of water birds called „Vodarica“, with fresh water 
sources and bio-diversity. The Northwestern area of Lake 
Vrana was designated an ornithological reserve in 1983. 
Distinguished by its wealth of living species with an emphasis 
on ornithofauna (bird world). 102 species of birds use the 
reserve during nesting periods, as tall reeds provide ideal 
shelter for their nests and young birds. 

T H E  L A K E  V R A N A  N AT U R E  PA R K

In 1983 the north-
western part of Lake 
Vrana was declared an 
ornithological reserve.
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ARDEA PURPUREA

BLUE TIT

STILT

ORNITHOLOGICAL PATH
Through the very heart of a bird’s heaven

Several hundred meters 
of wooden paths through 
the Bird Sanctuary of Lake 
Vrana, especially if you 
arrive at a time when the 
birds are ringed, will remain 
as an indelible memory.

Since 2001 at Vrana Lake 
there are regular summer 
ornithological camps. In 
addition to bird watching 
a series of educational 
activities is also held.
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ROLLER

Due to the thick canes and flooded meadows filled with 
a variety of birds species, a smaller area of Vrana Lake was 
proclaimed a special ornithological reserve (a reserve for 
birds), and not long after that, the entire Vrana Lake and 
the narrow coastal line surrounding it was proclaimed a 
nature park. The largest part of the Ornithological reserve 
is covered by a thick belt of thick canes. These conditions 
are very favourable to a great number of birds that nest 
in the cane and find shelter and food. Because of the 
inaccessibility from the land, the water and the air, they are 
safe from predators and the shallow waters have enough 
fish, frogs and bugs for food. As the seasons change, that 
is how the cane changes as well, but it always remains a 
safe home for birds. If you are very quiet and patient, you 
might have the honour of seeing the star of the Nature Park 
Vransko Lake – egrets and the little cormorant. They are 
not stars because they like to be seen, on the contrary, they 
are very modest.
The Ornithological station is a true heaven for bird lovers 
and researchers when from August to Octobor the ringing 
camp is held. A special and fine net is pulled through the 
canes where it is easy to catch the birds without them 
getting hurt. The ringers then free the birds from the net 
and place a light aluminium ring with information of the 
ringing on its leg. In this way it is possible to obtain insight 
into the migration of the birds.

Trstenjak caught in the 
net will soon be ringed and 
released back into his flock..
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WIGEON

87 species of wintering birds hid at the lake during the 
winter from the sharp and cold winds, so on sunny winter 
days on the open water, it is possible to see up to 100,000 
birds enjoying the mild climate and the abundance 
of food. During the autumn and winter migrations at 
Vransko Lake, over 140 species of birds stop and rest here. 
Since 2001, regular summer ornithological camps are held 
at Vransko Lake. Other than bird watching and a series of 
educational activities, the ringing of the birds is also done 
at this time. The birds are caught by fine nets that do not 
hurt them and after they are freed, a light aluminium ring 
with a unique combination of numbers and letters and the 
mark of our country is put on their legs. In this way it is 
possible to obtain more precise insight into the migration 
paths of the birds. 

OBSERVERS
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M A Š KO V I Ć A  H A N
Turkish caravans 

One of the most important monuments of the Turkis 
period in Vrana, and in all of Croatia, is very well preserved 
Han of Jusufpaša Mašković. Legend says that as a poor 
young man he worked for beg Beširagić. On one occasion 
he was in Sarajevo, where he accidentally ended up in 
Constantinople, where his clarity and skills brought him 
senior positions at the Porte. It is known that the Han 
was not built in the form of what is intended to be. The 
dimensions and construction technique of the preserved 
parts of the building can easily conclude that it was 
conceived as representative and monumental. Without a 
doubt, the Han was to serve as a residence for Mašković 
himself, when he withdrew from Constantinople to his 
birthplace. Jusufpaša Mašković was executed in 1645 by 
the sultan’s order. The reason the sultan had him killed 
is not fully known. According to some assumptions, it 
is because he did not bring enough goods from military 
campaigns to the sultan, and another assumption is that 
he had a Han built in Vrana allegedly with money from 
the sultan’s treasury. It is interesting that there is a Turkish 
song describing his death

The project for renewing Mašković han and the 
economic revitalization of Vrana received significant 
funds from the European Union. This is a project by 
the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia.

Sultan Ibrahim, 
first patron and then 
blamed for the death of 
Yusuf Mašković

Historians believe that 
Yusuf Mašković was 
born in Pakoštane, in 
the family Maškov. No 
one knows how he got 
into the service for bega 
Beširagića, but it was 
probably out of necessity. 
The Turkish army has 
achieved an enviable 
career, all until after the 
executions after the 
Kandian wars.

MAŠKOVIĆA HAN 
is one of the most western 
constructions of the 
former great Ottoman 
Empire.
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BEACHES OF THE PAKOŠTANE MUNICIPALITY

Sand, pebbles, rocks: With children, without children, 
in a costume or naked
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The sea of the municipality of Pakoštane is decorated 
with islands, it is clean and in its depths are the hidden 
secrets to its history. The coast is playful and rich with 
all types of beaches, from sandy to stone, with shade and 
the scent of pine trees. In the very centre of Pakoštane 
there is a sandy beach called Janice. The coastal part 
is with pebbles and asphalted. During the summer 
months it is filled with swimmers, children’s laughter 
and happiness. The island with the church of St. Justine 
is close by. The more skilled and brave can get to it by 
swimming. It is a recognizable symbol of Pakoštane. 
Between the town and islands are the 
remains of piers, made of large blocks 
for protection from the southern 
wind, covered with the sea and sedi-
ments of time. On Janice beach is a 
connection to Janice 2 beach, in the 
direction of Draga, with a long pebbly 
beach and peaceful bays for those 
less attracted to summer crowds. For 
families with children the ideal beach 
is Punta with a sandy seafloor. The 
coastal area is partly asphalted, surrounded by tamarisk 
and pine trees. The shallow sea, the thick sand and the 
coastal part covered with pine trees offer comfort at 
Bužakovina beach, an attractive beach for families 
with smaller children. The sand, pebbles and stone, the 
small bays and the shade of the pine forests can all be 
found on one place – at Pilatuša beach. Draga is filled 
with beautiful bays and crystal clear and clean sea that 
calls for swimming and diving. Along there are thick 
pine forests. In the bay Dolaška Draga are berths that 
are 150 years old, built in a drywall where small boats 
are tied even today. Numerous islands in front of Draga, 
approximately 35 of them, make a rich sea garden that 
lures with its mystery.
On the border between the Šibenik and Zadar County 
is island Vrgada with all the beauties of nature and 
traditional island life. Here people still live peacefully, 
without rushing, without automobiles. Vrgada can be 
reached by boat in around half an hour and offers an 
exceptional vacation and pleasures in the beauty of its 
coastline, fertile fields and the silence of the pine forests. 
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DOLAŠKA DRAGA

BEACH IN DRAGA

The main beach of Vransko Lake is located in the camp next to the lake in the 
immediate vicinity of the town Vrana. The coastal part is covered with pine forests 
along which, in the direction of the lake, there is a wide grassy belt with a sandy 
edge immediately along the lake. One of the sidelines of the beach are canes and 
sedge in shallow water cuts and the occasional fig tree. The lake’s water is warm 
and slightly turbid. The reason for this is certain types of fish and their diet. The 
pine forests that hug the coast on the entire area of the municipality of Pakoštane 
and during the hot summer months offer sanative shade and are the consequence 
of foresting in the early 60’s of the last century. They are considered pioneers in 
foresting because they create humus. The pine has brought shade, the scent of pine 
and summer, and the first auto camps.
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SANDY BEACH IN VRGADA

THE CRYSTAL CLEAR SEA

BRBAVICE

SQUID

There is a multitude of 
names in Croatia for this 
shell, and some of them 
are cottage, Dondola, 
Grop ... The average size 
of the shell is about 3-4 
cm, for which they need at 
least two years to grow.

URCHINS  
Urchins inhabit rocky 
and sandy bottoms and 
sea grass meadows. They 
are a sign of a clean sea. 
For some reason, there is 
always a stone on female 
sea urchin.

The ordinary squid can 
grow 30 to 40 inches in 
length but the average 

length is about 15-25 
cm. Males are generally 
larger than females 
and grow faster. It has a 
proportionately large head 
and on her head are eight 
arms that have two rows of 
tentacles and are 2-tailed. 
Inside the head in the 
middle is a powerful beak 
like a parrot’s beak, which 
crushes and shreds prey.

Pakoštane, Drage, Vrgada, VranaMunicipality Pakoštane



CRICKET

AUTOCAMP “KOZARICA”
Heaven for campers

Since the season of 2013, the camp is ranked among the 
best Croatian camps and is randed with 4 stars. Camp 
Kozarica a peaceful place to rest in the shade of old pine trees. 
The camp includes: a supermarket, bar, restaurant, internet cafe, 
botanical garden with typical Dalmatian plants, playground, 
children’s pool, camping wellness, sports facilities (basketball, 
bowling, beach volleyball)... Sanitary facilities are furnished to the 
highest criteria of the German ADAC, a part for women, men, 
children and a baby area, with two private family bathrooms on 
request, deluxe sanitary facilities for the disabled and an alarm in 
case of the need for aid. For you we have designed a Camping 
Kozarica wellness with infrared sauna, Finish sauna, Jacuzzi and 
cold shower so you can have a pleasant stay close to the beach 
even in the spring and autumn months, along with the enchanting 
atmosphere mixed with the silence of the forests and the sound 
of waves. During the summer you can enjoy the wellness centre 
and an excellent massage. Visit us and discover Kozy - a mascot 
camp of Kozarica.

The cricket is the most 
persistent and most 
vocal player during warm 
summers. The appearance 
and color of this great 
insect is of tree bark and 
almost imperceptible. 
Crickets during the day 
hide among the leaves, 
living of the juices they 
suck from young plant 
shoots. Only male crickets 
sing, because their purpose 
is to attract females.
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P I N E  B E A C H
The former “Club Mediterane”

Club Pakoštane is a tourist resort located in the untouched 
nature of pine trees which spreads to approximately 18 ha 
of land and is surrounded by a large sandy bay, a beach with 
a clear sea and rocky cliffs. The 40-year old tradition of Club 
Mediteran continues here. Many years ago, at the beginning 
of tourism here, the found of Club M, the Trigano family, 
found an ideal landscape for the location of straw houses in 
Polynesian style, which made them recognizable. The club 
was a significant marking of Pakoštane and one of the largest 
in the world. It opened numerous workplaces for the local 
population. In the meantime, the Club changed owners but 
primarily, everything stayed the same. People wanting peace 
and private discretion continue to arrive to this camp.
Accommodation is offered in 480 straw houses that do not 
have water nor electricity and offer the atmosphere of an 
elementary, native life, but with mutual areas: trails, sanitary 
facilities, a restaurant, bar and front desk – all equipped with 
all modern standards.

In Pakoštane there are now 
approximately 40 brides 
from various parts of the 
world. They settled here on 
the basis of marital vows.  
Pakoštane, as employees 
of the Club M, outside the 
summer season worked in 
other countries in which 
the club had its camps, 
and there they met their 
future wives. The brides 
are from everywhere: 
from the Ivory Coast, 
Chad, Egypt, Madagascar, 
Greece, Morocco ... Their 
descendants carry the full 
richness of the diversity 
of cultural and racial 
characteristics and form a 
lively multicultural scene 
in the center of Dalmatia. 
The consequence of work 
and cooperation with 
Club M is the French 
language which a large 
population of Pakoštane is 
fluent in.
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1
SEVEN GREAT BRANDS OF THE

BUŽAK

SEAHORSE
M OT H E R’ S  D E L I G H T S
Feast of women

The Mother’s Delight is held in Bužak, the place of the first 
inhabitants of Pakoštane. They are days when culinary, clothing, 
handicrafts and ordinary traditions are taken from grandmother’s 
chest and memories. The days of scent and taste of homemade 
cuisine, bright attire and handicraft skills, days of singing and wine 
– live historical pictures. The Mother’s Delight is a manifestation 
which is more than a hit. Meals are not made at home but cooked 
so the guest can see how various sweets are made and how 
octopus and other meals are prepared. Everything a guest cannot 
experience in a restaurant, he can experience here in Bužak. 
Come to MOTHER’S DELIGHT, in the stone streets of the 
old town, among the walls of time gone by and try some meals 
from our mothers, grandmothers and great grandmothers: cuck, 
gnocchi, boiled octopus, clams, ham, cheese, salty and sweet, 
almonds in sugar, fritters… all is made, mixed and prepared in 
front of your eyes a few times during the summer.

The seahorse is most often 
found near the ocean 
currents, where they are 
provided with a sufficient 
amount of their main food 
- plankton. It swims upright, 
while maintaining a balance 
with its strong dorsal fin.
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PA KO ŠTA N E  M U N I CI PA L I T Y

CLAM

CLAM “A LA BUZZARA”
On heated olive oil we 

fry onions and garlic. We 
add clams, pour a little 

water and wine and let it 
simmer. When the clams 

open, we add chopped 
parsley, a little tomato 

paste and bread crumbs.

The clam is among the 
more widespread Adriatic 
shells and one that is well 
known to the inhabitants 
of the municipality of 
Pakoštane. Our national 
names for it are also 
mušula, papak i pizdica.
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2D R A G A  L A N T E R N S
Festival of folk cuisine and handcrafts

Draga Lanterns is the name of the festival in Draga, where in 
the summer nights under the lights of fishing lanterns there are 
rich homemade cuisines and old handcrafts.
Along the main promenade and bay in Draga, the locals take 
out their tables, food and handcrafts, they put on authentic 
attire and in the company of groups playing authentic 
Dalmatian songs, they do everything to make sure their 
guests and friends enjoy themselves. The association “Dan” 
is one of the organizers of this manifestation and speaks with 
enthusiasm of how the oldest locals have accepted this festival. 
It is obvious that in the entire Pakoštane area the fresh flow of 
eco-ethnic events has no end. Every part of the municipality 
will something of its own; something that is different from 
others even if it is a story how Draga in fishing cannot compete 
with Pakoštane. If they could talk – say the fishermen from 
Draga – the fishing lanterns would tell the most accurate story. 
But no matter what, this is a manifestation you cannot miss. 
The simplicity and kindness of the hosts is something that 
cannot be forgotten.
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3SU M M E R  C A R N I VA L
Summer madness

Carnivals have always been a manifestation where the 
ordinary people channel their happiness, frustrations and of 
course, everything that is pagan and still lives within us. This 
masked Pakoštane madness represents the act of true local 
and tourist joy, and unlike many other places in Croatia, the 
masked madness here is held in the middle of summer, in the 
middle of the month of July. In colourful costumes, in shorts 
or in bikinis, the mixed hosts and tourists under the hot sun, 
with wine, music and homemade food for years have been 
making an unforgettable dynamics of true summer madness. 

The carnival parade is attended by more than 50 masked 
groups, i.e. over 1000 participants, mainly tourists who spend 
their summer on the area of Pakoštane municipality. The largest 
carnival groups are not made of locals, but primary of a river 
of masked tourists. Pirates, Romans, samba dancers, slaves, 
adults and children… are some of the masks that line up at 
the carnival parade. Music comes from giant trucks that carry 
the sound system and dancers, which gives the whole parade 
dynamics and a special atmosphere. To feel Rio in Pakoštane is 
a unique opportunity and fun in which the hosts and tourists 
entertain themselves and the audience!

At the carnival parade 
there are: pirates, Romans, 
samba dancers, slaves, 
nymphs, beings from who 
knows what mythology. 
So much beauty, Eros and 
summer madness that you 
will never see anywhere 
else on the Adriatic. Loud 
music from trucks that 
follow the parade, in brief: 
A small Rio!
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4DAYS OF THE KNIGHTS OF VRANA

Folk game of epic proportions

The days of the knights of Vrana evoke memories on the 
medieval history of Vrana and Templar, a rich and influential 
monastic-knight order present at that time in Vrana. The 
historical stories, the chivalric virtues and the skills of 
swordsmanship is revived every year by the members of 
the society “Vrana Knights” in the scenic play of the Turkish 
attack on Pakoštane and the final battle at Vrana. Exchanged 
are colourful events such as the entrance of Turkish galleons 
from the sea, the fiery occupation of the town, and the chivalric 
defence at the foot of Mašković Han. The popularity of this 
manifestation grows past the regional borders and is joined by 
associations and organizations from the rest of Croatia.
At the Vrana meadow you can see fairytale pictures and stories 
from the medieval times, horsemen, lonely night riders, fairy 
dances. The walls of the han become part of the scene and the 
medieval spirit breathes those nights over the entire are filled 
with excellent ethnological and gastronomic offers. Not visiting 
the Days of the Knights of Vrana means to deprive yourself of 
one of the greatest folk games in modern Croatia.

Certainly one of the 
most popular folk events 
in Croatia. Several days 
of showing the Turkish 
conquest of Pakostane, 
all until the triumph of 
the Templar united with 
the Croatian army. From 
artillery attacks on the spot 
to the spectacular siege and 
conquest of Maškovića han. 
All with original costumes 
and participation of chivalry 
groups from several 
countries of Central Europe.
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5PA KO ŠTA N E  M A J O R ET T E S
The pride of Pakoštane

Željka Maksan and Silvija Bakija started this story in 1996 when 
there were majorettes only in Zagreb, physically and mentally 
kilometres away from their town. Founding majorettes in 
Pakoštane sounded a bit unrealistic, idealistic. 
They told us that “we won’t last long”, remembers Željka 
Maksan, whose initial idea this was. “We wanted to gather girls 
through some activity. The men had soccer and the women had 
nothing” she says… “At the time, I knew nothing about steps 
and choreography”, sas Silvija, but Željka practically pushed me 
into it: You can do it! And “you can do it” are magical words for 
many people. 
At the first state championship held precisely in Pakoštane 
in 1997, three months after being founded, the Pakoštane 
majorettes won third place in the junior group and eighth in the 
senior group. It was the beginning of an unstoppable series of 
success and acknowledgments, gathering medals and trophies. 
This is generally how the story of majorettes in Pakoštane 
started, and their enormous effort, enthusiasm and will made 
them the respected owners of a gold stick in Europe.

Željka Maksan developed 
a distinctive navy look for 
Pakoštane majorettes.  
With their elegance 
and beauty they stand 
out in all competitions. 
The unique in Europe 
and the only golden rod 
carried by the Pakoštane 
majorettes also originated 
from the same workshop.
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6F E ST I VA L  C H O I R  “S H E L L“
Festival shells

SCALLOPS

Like Venus who floated on a shell, but also like the shell itself, 
ships and sailors hide the secret of their beauty in the spiral 
depths from which a breath of the universe flows.
This breath of acoustic miracle which flows form within 
shells also awaits you at this unique festival where the stage 
has been constructed in the shape of a shell. 
Instead of Venus, on the shell-shaped stage for four 
consecutive years now, the best quality klapa (acapello 
groups) in all their musical beauty from the Zadar and 
Šibenik-Knin Counties have been performing, together with 
the best klapa singers from all of Croatia.
The specific qualities of this festival lay in the fact that it 
represents the beginning of a type of educational centre for 
klapa singing. Heading down this path is the winter klapa 
school of singing, the only one in Croatia which is turning 
into a traditional gathering of klapa and their leaders.

This mussel lives on sandy 
and chitinous-sandy 
bottom at a depth of 5 
to 20. It more often is 
retained in areas where 
there is a greater flow 
of fresh water. Hunting, 
mining or taking scallops 
can be done throughout 
the year. The largest 
amount is hunted in the 
winter months.  
This activity in our 
country is still not as 
developed as on the 
Italian coast.
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7S KU L E
Brotherhoods

Numerous and individual to the Pakoštane area are the large 
number of brotherhoods and fraternal orders, or as they are 
called here - Skule.  They arose from the need of  mutual help 
in the Christian fraternal tradition; solidarity and reciprocity.  
Maybe the very close, tight knit circumstances and living 
conditions resulted in such homogenous relationships 
between the villages.  It found its beginnings in the case of 
death, elder women explain.  To help with the last journey on 
earth, to help the family of the deceased.  A custom developed 
in which fees paid to a particular “Skula” were used to cover 
funeral expenses, fees for the funeral mass and for other needs.  
The first “skula” was the brotherhood of Saint Roch.  Presently 
there are several male and female skulas. Alongside St. Roch 
exists St. John, St. Justine and the skula Soul in Purgatory. The 
female skulas are: Heart of Mary (for young women), Heart of 
Jesus (for unmarried women) and Our Lady of Roses which 
is the largest with 150 members. Each skula has its own flag 
which is carried during processions. They are signed to one of 
the three bells that are heard in the village.  Members of each 
brother and sisterhood address one another as brother and 
sister and membership is passed on from father to son, while 
sisterhood from mother in law to daughter in law.

THE FLAGS 
OF VARIOUS 
BROTHERHOODS 
 
Brotherhoods have arisen 
from the need of mutual 
assistance, and in the 
tradition of Christian 
brotherhood, solidarity 
and reciprocity.
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THE CHURCHES 
OF PAKOŠTANE MUNICIPALITY
Bells for births, weddings, deaths and for all holidays

IN FRONT 
OF THE CHURCH
From the old days

From the bells of the 
church of Ascension of the 
Lord in Pakoštane there 
is a new church bell with 
lyrics, in relief, playing the 
Croatian anthem: OUR 
BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY.
The most appropriate 
music for patriots.

CHURCT OF ST. 
NEDILJICE

The holy day of the early 
Christian martyr St. 
Nedjeljice, for whom the 
first Sunday in July in the 
sanctuary St. Nedjeljice in 
Vrana thousands of believers 
from the entire Zadar 
Archdiocese pilgrimage. 
The central mass at the 
external altar in the olive 
grove next to the church 
is regularly performed by 
senior church dignitaries, 
together with a few priests.
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DRAGE
The parish church of St. Antun Padovanski was built in 1979 and 
was blessed in 1980 by the archbishop Oblak. The church was 
completely finished in 1986. The single nave and the sacristy has 
a stone altar facing the people and the tabernacle made of metal, a 
stone ambo, a stone baptistery – Višeslav type, a stone blessing bin, 
the stations of the cross and a bell tower with two bells.

VRGADA
The parish church of St. Trinity was finished in 1687. According to 
Bianchi, this church first had a main altar made of wood with two 
gold covered pillars. Since that in the middle of the 19th century 
this altar was used, it was replaced with a new marble one, with 
marble pillars and a tabernacle. In the church there are another 
two smaller side-altars, marble altars: the altar of the Souls of the 
Purgatory, with an oil painting on the right and the altar of Our 
Lady of Luzarija, with a wooden sculpture to the left side. 

PAKOŠTANE
In church are embedded remains of the old church of St. Mihovil, 
built in 1906 by the design of the architect Ćiril Iveković. The 
church has three naves with a sacristy and six altars. The main 
one has a tabernacle and a picture of the Ascension of the Lord 
(upper part of the wooden altar), marble altars; the Lady of 
the Rosary with a statue; St. Ante Padovanski with a statue; St. 
John the Baptist with a statue; St. Roko with a statue (the only 
gypsum one); the stone altar facing the people; the stone ambo, 
stone baptismal and two bowels. 

CHURCH OF  ST. JUSTINE 
The church stands on the same-named island directly in front of 
the centre of Pakoštane and was built in on the foundations of an 
older church. Next to the church of St. Justine is an old cemetery.

1

2

2
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3
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CHURCH BELL AT 
NOON

Today it is an everyday 
fact that church bells 
ringing at noon have a 
story. When, in fact, the 
news of the victory of the 
Christian armies against 
the Turks, led by Janko 
and Kapistrano arrived to 
the current Pope in Rome, 
the Pope ordered to ring 
all the bells to celebrate 
that event. This act has 
remained a part of the 
Christian religious rituals 
even today.
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THE SOUTHERN WIND  
The power with which the South wind raises waves and 
smashes them on the Pakoštane coast is great, but not too 
destructive if you compare it with other winds coming from 

the sea. This Adriatic southern wind that 
blows from the direction of the Zadar 
Channel, or the central channel; between 
Ugljan and Pašman and Dugi Otok and 
Kornati, since the beginning of time it has been 
a problem for the inhabitants and a blessing 
for the sailors, because it facilitates navigation 
along the coast to the north and south.

BORA  
Bora wind that blows from the north-east is the wind with 
strong strokes that exceed the speed of 100 km per hour. Bora 
in the region of Zadar is a much stronger wind than from the 
south, but it refers to the northern part of Zadar’s board, as well 
as the Velebit coast. There are several points where the Velebit 
bora that came down with the cold mountains to the warm sea 
is particularly prominent. In Privlaka, between the mainland 
and the island of Vir, in Fortica between the mainland and the 
island of Pag, in the Pag doors, and even further north, around 
Karlobag at the Senj door. In the municipality of Pakoštane 
the bora arrives already tired from its rampage in the Velebit 
channel, and the broader Zadar plate.

WINDS OF THE PAKOŠTANE
REGION

Problems for the inhabitants, a blessing for sailors
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MISTRAL
A significant wind in this region is the mistral, called by the 
islanders “zmorac”, which, as its name suggests, blows from 
the sea, from the northwest. It brings freshness (and scents) 
of the sea to the land, and is usually active from 10:00 to 
17:00, while at the close of the sun it goes completely silent. 
Its strength is determined by the temperature rise. Almost 
as much as the south wind is significant for coastal sailing, 
contrary to those that carry the winds from the south. 
Other winds are less frequent.

LEVANAT, LEBIĆ, GARBIN
Levanat (with the gregolevanat variant) is a cold 
winter wind from the east-northeast. Equally cold is 
the Tramuntana, a wind of a stormy character, who 
usually turns to the bora. It is worth mentioning lebić 
and garbin (with maximum intensity of the lebićade 
and garbinada) that blows from the southwest 
direction and momentarily stirs the sea and paralyzes 
sailing, but fortunately lasts only a short while.

Warm air rises Cold air that descendsSMORAC

MISTRAL?

BORA

LEBIĆ
The strength of this wind 
can be as of a hurricane. 
Fortunately it lasts very 
shortly.

BONACA
Bonaca is the tourist 
blessing of the Pakoštane 
municipality; it is a daily 
summer event

MISTRAL  
Mistral is a refreshing 
north-western wind 
that during warm days 
blows from the sea to 
the mainland. It occurs 
mainly in the summer 
and blows only along the 
coast. It is strictly a surface 
wind and reaches up to 
300 m in height. It starts 
blowing around 10:00. 
Around 14:00 the mistral 
reaches its maximum and 
always ends before sunset 
(usually by 18:00). The 
mistral is accompanied by 
good weather and thereby 
significantly alleviates the 
summer heat. The mistral 
on the Pakoštane coast 
blows mainly from the 
northwest, turning to the 
west-northwest. During 
the day the breeze often 
changes its direction to the 
right, or with the sun. It is 
followed by fair weather 
and cumulus clouds.
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That all vineyards and olives and other fruit trees planted by the mentioned serfs 
can be sold or gifted according to their needs and left for themselves, with the 
condition that each serf is obligated to plant one hundred olive saplings within four 
years, otherwise they will not have the privileges stated in this regulation, and that 
the tax collectors must issue a written notification when their debt is settled.

Furthermore, for all houses and gardens made by the mentioned serfs, when 
they go from Vrana and surrounding settlements, and are settled by other serfs, 
need to employee three assessors that will estimate the mentioned houses and 
gardens, and those that move to the land must pay to those leaving an amount 
that is defined by the assessor or an amount the two agree upon.

Furthermore, no serf is bound to pay anything to anybody, municipality or 
landlords, for any garden or orchard.

Furthermore, none of the serfs from Vrana or its district can sell wine from the 
tap from the feast of St. Jurja in April to the Assumption in August, but he can sel 
it in a measure or half a measure.

Furthermore, the tax collectors from Vrana cannot sell wine on tap apart 
from the feast of St. Jura to the Assumption of Mary, and later it can be sold after 
the Assumption, since the settlement has no other wine, neither domestic nor 
imported.

Furthermore, neither the tax officials nor the landlords can chase away any 
widow or poor children, unless when it regards rebels that rape women or burn 
house, and they cannot be chased away if they are performing their duties and 
cultivating the fields, vineyards and olive groves, but if they act differently, they 
can be chased away with the approval of the Rector in Zadar.
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THE VRANA SERF BOOK OF LAWS

Customs of Vrana from 1454
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Furthermore, every self-government in the settlements around Vrana can 
sentence offenders they find on their territory with 10 liras 

Furthermore, the municipal serfs are obligated to work 12 days per year for 
officers who collect taxes.

Furthermore, land under the swamp, when three years pass since it has been processed, 
can be cultivated by anybody, and nobody can deny that person, and concerned person 
must give one fourth and one tenth to his master if he works for individual persons, and 
those that work for the municipality must give it to the Vrana tax officials.

Furthermore, land that was for ten years in a row covered in forest, everyone can 
cultivate and slash it can nobody can impede or contest him, the serf who will be 
processing and cleaning the land must give one fourth and one tenth to his master.

Furthermore, ones who want to hunt fish in the lake must agree with the tax 
official in Vrana, otherwise they are not allowed to fish without permission of the 
tax official as is the custom, where it is understood that the fish cannot hunted all 
year without permission, or if there is no agreement with the tax official.

Furthermore, the tax officials or landlords cannot remove any serf from a 
parcel, unless it is better to take a better serf, and provided that there is timely 
permission from the Rector in Zadar.

Furthermore, that those that will want to catch birds with nets in the area of the 
lakes are obliged to provide two pairs of birds to the tax authorities as compensation 
for hunting.

Furthermore, on the fairs in the Vrana area no worker or anyone else living 
in the in the abovementioned area is not obligated to pay taxes when selling or 
buying goods that thrives in subjected area. 
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Furthermore, each resident of Vrana and the surrounding area can seize things 
of every foreign person who owes him unless it comes to grind or paint, and 
every serf or Vlach can keep one in exchange for a second, if they belong to one 
lord or an estate, and always being careful to guard ad care for the debts towards 
the municipality, which has priority over all other creditors.

Furthermore, the serfs in the village of Crow and the entire surrounds with joy 
and pleasure are obligated to supply the Castle in Vrana with wood every four 
years, even though it is not a custom, but they are happy to renew the supply 
every four years for the benefit of the Republic of St. Mark, so at the end of each 
four-year period each serf from Vrana and its surroundings delivers two loads of 
wood and the old supply of wood Is to be divided among those that bring the 
wood, which will then create new reserves.

Furthermore, ones from Vrana and the surrounding area cannot serve other 
measures besides Vrana under penalty of 2 lire for each measure, half of which 
belongs to St. Mark and the other half to the plaintiff.

Furthermore, the one who has to be settled by peasants cannot take as 
collateral an oxen if the serf can pay from something else, and this also applies to 
tax officials as well as other persons since it is for the benefit of St. Mark, because 
a serf without an oxen cannot cultivate the land.

Furthermore, if some poor serf gets sick and falls into such a misery that 
cannot dig up vineyards or for himself or for another person for a period of three 
years in a row, until the expiry of three years he should not be interfered with, and 
after that, since he will not be cultivating the vineyards during the period of three 
years, the landowner is free to seize the respective vineyards from him.

Furthermore, that any exchange of land or anything else, when fifteen years 
expires, must be regarded as final and legitimate and that no one can contradict 
or trespass the estate. 
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Furthermore, land for planting where there were once olive groves, and if 
that person that planted vineyards from the roots of the mentioned dried olives 
grows a olive tree, that it belongs to that person who grew the tree, where it Is 
implied that the branches of the young tree that grew from the roots belong to 
whoever is the owner of the land and parcel.

Furthermore, everyone is required to clean the drains in the fields and allow the 
water to flow so as not to drown the grain and landlords and others are equally 
obliged to do as, under a penalty of two lire per person for the benefit of St. Mark, 
that is, the inhabitants are required to maintain the land belonging to the village, 
and the peasants the land in their area on each request of the landowner.

Furthermore, no resident of Vrana and the surrounding area, which applies 
equally to the soldiers as well as the peasants and other people cannot and must 
not enter into anyone’s vineyard, nor anyone’s the gardens and cause harm there, 
under the penalty of 20 coins for anyone who commits an offense and each 
time they commit it, half of which goes to the St. Mark, and the other half to the 
accusers, and concerned will be required to promise not to repeat the offense and 
will moreover have to settle and repair the damage that was caused.

Furthermore, under any circumstances there is no judge or judges at the 
court, an assistant judje may give a verdict and this will be final and valid as if 
the judges gave it personally.

Furthermore, If both sides in the dispute agree, anyone can appeal to the 
verdict and outcome of the dispute to the Vrana nobleman, but if one of the 
parties does not agree with the other regarding going before the nobleman, 
they can go before the Duke of Zadar, where they can also appeal to the verdict 
and conclusion of the Vrana nobleman.

Furthermore, if anyone possessed the land or anything else, and it has been 
thirty years since he has possessed that property, nobody can contradict or 
trespass on his property.
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Furthermore, every serf who occupies land in Vrana is obliged every year for 
New Year to give a load of wood and 6 coins to the tax authorities, and other 
residents who do not occupy land are required to pay 3 coins per year, and nothing 
else, while residents of other villages obliged to give gifts to their customs and tax 
officials, and the mentioned tax officials are required for their gifts to prepare one 
meal per year.

Furthermore, that all the serfs in Vrana and its district are obliged to clean the moat 
around castle Vrana, both internally as well as externally, as they did in the past.

Furthermore, when it happens or the case be willing that something is stolen, 
all in Vrana and its surroundings are obliged to follow the traces of where the 
theft was committed and help to catch the villain and find what was stolen, under 
the penalty of two liras for anyone who does not respond, or does not obey the 
order, or went to work in the field, or protested.

Furthermore, to all who have received and given a pledge cannot sell the pledge 
if they do not show it to the judge before and after the sale. When It is shown, the 
deadline for the sale is eleven days, and when the pledge is sold, the deadline for 
the purchase is eight days immediately thereafter.

Furthermore, the beef that is offered at the butcher must be assessed by licensed 
appraisers and sold according to the estimate, while other types of meat must be 
sold in accordance with the customs. 

Furthermore, when the disputes will be led before the Vrana court, half must 
be paid while the other half will be forgiven In accordance with the custom.

Furthermore, when officers move from Zadar to Vrana and from Vrana to 
Zadar, they have to pay to those who are carrying their things and things of their 
comrades 2 coins per car to the lakes, and one penny per donkey from lakes to 
the coast.
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Furthermore, when it comes to the damage that is caused in the fields, and 
according to it, it should be handled, if the one who had been damaged proves 
on the basis of valid testimony that he is damaged and supports it with an oath, 
he is to be believed and the damage he suffered should be settled in order for 
justice to be fulfilled. 

Furthermore, since it is the custom in every pub the Vrana judge must receive two 
pennies per barrel, which should be spent drinking in company and with the souls at 
the pub, let it be prescribed, and consequently be performed, that if the judge does 
not want to drink in a pub, that out of the two coins for a drink with friends he should 
get just one penny per barrel and that of the respective coin he is not obliged to spend 
anything on drinking in a pub or to give to anyone, but that the second coin must in 
any case be spent in a pub for drinks of other people in his company.

Furthermore, that everyone who comes to the fair of St. Grgur, and not 
be from Vrana and its surroundings and environment, shall have to pay for 
everything to be sold or bought one coin per lira of traffic, and thereby it is 
implied that the said fair will be held eight days before and eight days after the 
feast of St. Grgur.

Furthermore, if one requests or claims property, and will not be able to 
prove his right with the testimony of three credible witnesses or a public and 
authenticated document, that an award is not on his side or on his behalf.

Furthermore, if one requests or claims movable goods, the custom orders, and 
according to it, it should be treated, if his rights are proven with the testimony of 
credible witnesses, that the award be on this side and in his favour. 
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Thus we prescribe for the satisfaction and benefit of all the people and 

residents of Vrana and its district that the above provisions must unquestion-

ingly be obeyed by the price of the above penalties that are well established and 

in accordance with the customs, and the same provisions shall apply  and last 

by order and will of our and our heirs, who will be able to publish and interpret 

them and change them and correct them by the will of our heirs, according to 

how they will consider to be appropriate.

We have allowed and ordered that this record is put together as a validation and 

testimony of the above stated.

Date: Rendered in Zadar, the first day of the month of April, the second 

induction, year 1454, Incarnation of Our Lord.

I,  Lorenzo Loredan,  Duke of Zadar, signed personally.  

I, Benedetto de Mula,  captain, signed personally.  

And I,  Antonio Campolongo,  the late Mr. Albert of Padua, 

a public notary by imperial authority and the Chancellor of the aforemen-

tioned Duke of Zadar, wrote down and recorded the above stated provisions  

and above stated privileges.
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Travelling notes
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